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April 2019EXPLORE CHRISP 
STREET’S OWN 
ALADDIN’S CAVE
For 18 years, Bargain Zone has been granting every 
wish of Chrisp Street shoppers. From bedding to 
kitchen utensils, toiletries to hardware, this cave of 
wonders stocks an unbelievable 27,000 different 
items, all at great prices.
Owner Gulum Quddus told us the secret to his 
success is personal service. If you can’t find what 
you need, he will source if for you. “A lady once 
asked about this stone tool used for crushing spices 
that she couldn’t find anywhere. I had never heard 
of it but she showed me a picture and I managed to 
track it down. She was so happy, and now I know 
the secret to the best tasting curries!” 
“I love the community here and I enjoy serving 
them. I know my regulars by name and always 
like to have a chat. We’re here to stay.”
Pop into Bargain Zone and see what you can find 
hidden in this real Aladdin’s cave.

10% OFF  
AT BARGAIN ZONE

10% off everything in store
when you spend £10 or more
Valid from 1/04/2019 – 14/04/2019

INSIDE:
New Market 
Children’s Centre
Pizza Coming Soon
New Home for Boxers
Open for Business
Building Prep Works SURE START COMING SOON

The brand new Sure Start Centre on Kerbey Street 
is nearly complete and will open this summer, 
offering early learning for pre-school children and 
advice for families.

IDEAS ON THE MOVE
The Ideas Store will temporarily move to Poplar 
Baths while their building gets a makeover. Look out 
for details of timings.

NEW HOME FOR YOUNG BOXERS
Works are starting to transform Trussler Hall into 
a new home for Poplar Boys and Girls Club. The 
children’s boxing club has been going strong for 
nearly 100 years and the next generation of boxing 
stars will have brand new training facilities.

PIZZA PERFECTION 
The Pizza Room, a family-run favourite in Mile 
End, will be opening another branch here in 
Chrisp Street later this year, next to Barclays 
bank. Expect authentic hand-crafted Italian 
pizzas in a cosy restaurant setting. It will be the 
perfect spot for a treat with family and friends. 
With vegan and gluten-free options too, there’ll 
be something for everyone!

OPEN FOR BUSINESS
The first phase of works will begin later this year, 
starting where Cordelia Street meets Chrisp Street. 
Work will be carried out in phases, so shops and 
stalls can stay open throughout the regeneration.
Watch this space for details and timings. 

PREPARING FOR WORKS
You may have seen contractors in and around the 
market recently drilling into the ground. They are 
carrying out technical surveys to assess suitable 
foundations for the new buildings. Each drilling 
site will take 2-3 days and the works will be 
complete in April.

INTERESTED IN SHOP SPACE?
If you’ve got a budding business idea you want to try out, we may have a shop or a lock-up available 
for short term let. It could be a great opportunity to test your ideas. Local start-ups, new or expanding 
business can apply for available space.
Chat with Simon or Darren in the Chrisp Street Management office to find out more.



The market is the heart and soul of Chrisp Street 
and is central to the new development. Originally a 
Victorian street market, the area was re-designed as 
part of the Festival of Britain in 1951, becoming the first 
pedestrianised shopping centre in the country.

Market Square was updated 
in the 1980s with a canopy to 
protect stalls from the elements 
and the small lock-up shops 
added. 30 years on, it’s time to 
revisit the layout bringing it up to 
the standard expected of today’s 
traders and shoppers.
The existing canopy and lock-
ups will be replaced by a new 
canopy closer to Chrisp Street, 
making the market much more 
visible to passing traffic.
Work on the market area is 
expected to start in a couple  
of years’ time. 

The stalls will temporarily move 
to East India Dock Road, by the 
Ideas Store, and continue to 
trade throughout the works.
Businesses which are in the lock-
ups will move into new shops 
being built on the existing Co-op 
car park and the ground floor of 
Cygnet House on Chrisp Street, 
which is also being converted 
into retail units.
We’re proud to be a part of the 
evolution of this historic East 
End market, so it can continue 
to thrive for many more years to 
come. 

Shoppers at the market in 1962

You’ll be able to buy all your essentials 
throughout the works

Tower Hamlets Council 
continue to look for new 
market traders. To find out 
more contact the Markets 
Department on  
020 7364 1717/1707

Market top picks:
• Fruit & veg
• Fresh fish
• Clothes & fashion accessories
• Make-up and toiletries

• Rugs
• Toys
• Kitchenware

SHOP NEWS

RESTORING THE MARKET
Artists impression of Market Square

CALLING ALL 
TRADERS!

“I’ve worked with Poplar HARCA for 18 years  
and I’m currently responsible for community, 
resident and trader engagement on the Chrisp 
Street scheme. You may have seen my picture in 
one of the many newsletters that have gone out 
since the development was first floated nearly 10 
years ago.
I’m actually a Tower Hamlets newcomer, having only 
moved here in 1963! I went to school in Bethnal 
Green and lived in Stepney until I got married and 
then moved to Poplar. 

Although I recently moved again, my heart is 
definitely still in Poplar, having lived here for so 
many years.
I’m the first point of contact for anyone with a 
query or question about the scheme. If you want to 
know anything about the programme, the works or 
what changes are happening with the traders and 
who’s moving where, just drop by the Chrisp Street 
Management Office or get in touch.”

MEET THE MAN WITH THE PLANS!

Poplar HARCA’s Employment & Training team 
is moving to Chrisp Street. We’re excited to be 
working with Telford Homes to bring jobs created by 
the regeneration to local people. We also work with 
other employers such as the NHS Trust and Tower 
Hamlets Council to offer a range of opportunities.
Our experienced advisors offer free one to one 
consultations to:
• Create professional CVs
• Assist in finding a job
• Help with job applications

We offer free accredited training courses such as 
Counselling and Business Administration, designed 
to help you get the skills and qualifications you 
need.
Visit poplarharca.co.uk for the latest opportunities.
From May, you can visit us at our new home at 167a 
East India Road (Poplar HARCA’s former  
head office).
Drop in every Wednesday and Friday 10am-12 
and 2pm-4pm to register for an appointment.

THINKING ABOUT A NEW JOB?

Simon Carroll talks life in Tower Hamlets:

Contact Simon on 020 7005 7656 or email 
simon.carroll@poplarharca.co.uk
You can also pop into the Chrisp Street 
Management Office at 19 Market Square 
and chat to the team.

i For more information, business 
ideas, and a look at the plans


